Supplementary Tables
In the current study, three variables could possibly affect the cytokines levels; sex, type of therapy and/or cannabis. Therefore, we conducted three comparisons to avoid the potential confounders:
First comparison of the cytokines' levels among the "epileptic patients on monotherapy/ Na-valproate" (n=119) as regard cannabis use which as confounding factor was distributed unequally among those patients. This comparison was used to avoid the confounding effect of the AEDs. This resulted in statistically significant differences in all inflammatory cytokines except IL-1β, IL-104 and IL-10. This denotes that cannabis display real effect on the inflammatory cytokines among epileptic patients. Second comparison was to test the effect of AEDs in our studied population sample and in this case, to avoid the confounding effect of cannabis. We analyzed the differences in the cytokines' levels between monotherapy and polytherapy among "Epilepsy+Cannabis" however, no significant differences were detected. Third comparison was to avoid the confounding effect of sex. We analyzed the differences in the cytokines' levels once among the whole studied epileptic patients and then among epileptic patients using cannabis and on monotherapy. Table S3 : Comparison of the mean serum cytokine levels and mRNA gene expression profile among epileptic patients (n=440) as regard sex.
